Music Department Spring Trip: Frequently Asked Questions

Should my child bring money?

Yes.  For safety purposes, you can use a bank card for larger amounts of money; but please check the itinerary and note times where cash may be the better option and plan accordingly.  See the questions below about tipping.  (We may not always be able to stop at an ATM, so it’s a good idea to have some cash available.)

Can we use the hotel swimming pool?

No.
Can we use the hotel exercise room?

No.

Can my student hang out with friends who aren’t in his/her assigned room?

This depends.   During some activities, there is flexibility, and students can re-assemble into their own groups.  For other activities, students will be grouped with their assigned chaperone and roommates.  We ask the students to be flexible and patient.

Can boys and girls hang out in the same hotel room, as long as the door is open?
No.  

Should we leave a tip at the restaurants?

For our large groups, the gratuities have been arranged ahead of time.   For occasions when you eat on your own, use whatever rule of thumb you usually use for tipping waiters, etc.  

Should we leave a tip in the hotel room?

That would be nice.  A suggested amount is $1/day per person in the room.  

Is my student always with their assigned chaperone?

The student’s room chaperone is the person primarily responsible for keeping track of and helping your student … but there are times when other adults help out:

Bus ride:  Students choose their seats on the bus ahead of time – there will be a sign-up sheet in the music rooms a week or two before the trip.    Chaperones are distributed among the buses; but it’s possible that some of the students in each group will be on different buses.   Each bus does have the same number of chaperones; and there is one “head” chaperone on each bus, responsible for taking a head count, etc.

During selected activities:  When the groups divide up into their music groups (orchestra, band, choir), they will be with their director, and a set of chaperones.  But – since roommates are not necessarily from the same music group, a student’s assigned room chaperone may not be with them for the music activity.   Each group always has sufficient chaperones, however.

During the trip:  If a student wishes to join another group, he/she can ask the other chaperone if it’s ok to join that group; and then check with his original chaperone.  As long as everyone agrees on the switch, it’s OK.  The chaperones can then exchange the student ID cards, so that the chaperone responsible for the student will always have his contact info.    (This is helpful when groups want to do different activities.)

